To  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Old  Fletton, 

In  the  Administrative  County  of  Huntingdon. 


ANNUAL-  REPORT 

—  OF  THE  — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

1913. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1913. 

I  must  claim  your  indulgence  in  the  matter  of  this  Report,  as  I  have  not  yet  had 
the  opportunity  of  covering  all  the  ground  required  as  and  I  have  had  a  certain 

amount  of  difficulty  in  drawing  deductions  which  would  prove  of  interest,  as  certain  non- 
official  dates  have  not  been  procurable  owing  to  my  recent  appointment  as  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 

I  hope,  however,  during  the  current  year  to  be  able  to  give  matters  my  close 
personal  attention. 

VITAL  STATISTICS— 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  ...  ...  23-4 

Death  Rate  „  „  ...  ...  11-4  /  &  .  o  <■ 

Infant  Mortality  per  1000  Births  ...  ...  ii3'8 

Estimating  the  population  of  the  District  at  5250,  we  have  the  following  Births — 


123 

(including  5  illegitimate). 

Of  these, 

5o 

were  born  in  Fletton, 

35 

„  Stanground, 

38 

,,  Woodstone. 

Deaths — 

20 

in  Fletton, 

16  in  Woodstone, 

17  in  Stanground. 


Total 


53 


Comparing  the  Birth  Rate  with  the  figures  for  1912,  there  is  a  slight  decrease,  the 
figures  being  : — 

1912 —  24  8  per  1000  population. 

1913 —  23-4  „  „ 

The  Death  Rate  shews  a  slight  increase  compared  with  1912. 

1912 —  9  2  per  1000  population. 

I9I3  lr4  >>  n  / Q  1  ts c 

But  the  Death  Rate  for  1912  was  abnormally  low — 9^2 — whereas  the  average  for 
the  three  preceding  years  was  i2-o  per  1000  population);  so  that  although  there  was  an  increase 
of  2‘2,  the  Rate  this  year  is  well  under  the  average  of  previous  years.  j  q 

Both  Rates  continue  to  be  well  up  to  the  average  Rate  for  England  and  Wales. 


Infant  Mortality. — There  have  been  14  deaths  among  infants  under  1  year  of  age, 
slight  increase  compared  with  previous  years. 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases. — The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was 
27,  an  increase  of  two  over  the  figures  for  1912.  The  detailed  list  of  cases  is  as  follows  : — 


Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Enteric  Fever 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 
Other  Tuberculosis 


4 

3 

1 

14 

5 


Total 


27 


In  February  there  was  a  severe  epidemic  of  Measles,  resulting  in  three  deaths.  It  is 
very  noticeable  that  the  people  in  the  District  continue  to  remain  indifferent  to  the  necessity  of 
great  care  being  taken  in  connection  with  this  disease. 

Tuberculosis. — The  figures  for  1913  are  slightly  heavier  than  for  1912,  being  19 
against  15. 

Under  the  National  Health  Insurance  Scheme,  we  have  means  of  keeping  an  exact 
clinical  record  of  each  case,  and  each  patient  has  the  option  of  being  removed  to  a  Sanatorium. 

In  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever,  it  was  found  necessary  to  remove  patient  to  Peterborough 
Sanatorium,  owing  to  the  house  being  in  a  shockingly  insanitary  condition. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year,  there  were  also  several  cases  of  German  Measles, 
and  in  September  there  was  an  outbreak  of  Epidemic  Diarrhoea,  due  principally  to  the 
exceedingly  mild  weather. 

On  the  whole,  the  Health  of  the  District  may  be  said  to  be  very  satisfactory,  and  quite 
up  to  the  standard  of  past  years. 

SUPPLY  OF  MILK  AND  OTHER  FOODS. — To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  the 
sources  of  this  supply  are  satisfactory. 

Periodical  Inspections  have  been  made,  and  the  conditions  prevailing  at  such  times 
have  been  satisfactory. 


WATER  SUPPLY. — The  whole  of  the  District,  with  the  exception  of  13  outlying 
houses,  are  supplied  with  Braceborough  Water. 

An  Analysis  of  Water  taken  from  one  Well  supplying  one  of  the  outlying  houses 
shewed  the  water  to  be  grossly  polluted. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. — We  have  had  one  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  at  Brookdale, 
adjoining  the  Lode.  This  was  a  typical  case.  All  contacts  were  removed  and  kept  under 
observation 

Fortunately  no  further  cases  were  reported. 

With  such  an  Infectious  Disease  as  Typhoid,  it  is  our  duty  to  take  every  precaution  to 
prevent  further  outbreak,  and  we  should  deal  with  every  possible  source  of  infection. 

In  my  opinion  the  Lode  is  a  decided  menace  to  the  public  health,  and  should  be 
dealt  with  without  delay. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. — During  the  past  year  seven  privies  have  been 
converted  into  w.c’s,  leaving  a  few  yet  to  be  converted. 

HOUSING.— There  are,  I  believe,  very  few  unoccupied  houses  in  the  District, 
although  the  accommodation  is  ample  for  the  needs  of  the  District.  During  the  current  year  I 
propose  to  make  a  systematic  and  exhaustive  survey. 

I  append  the  Report  of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  H.  W.  Hawkins),  to  whom  I  am 
indebted  for  invaluable  assistance  in  connection  with  this  Report,  and  whose  capability  and 
efficiency  constitute  a  valuable  asset  to  the  District. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Yours  obediently, 

ALEX. 


February,  1914. 


PATERSON 


SURVEYOR’S  OFFICE, 

FLETTON, 

January,  1914. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  me  for  the  year 
ending  December,  1913. 


Statutory  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Act 
Informal  ,,  „  ,, 

As  to  Offensive  Privies  ... 

,,  Accumulations 
Animals  Improperly  Kept 
Drains  and  W.C’s  ... 

Dirty  Houses 
Miscellaneous  Nuisances 


V 

n 

v 


6 

23 

9 

2 

1 

12 

1 

4 


182  Dwelling  Houses  have  been  inspected,  and  Notices  served  to  remedy  defects  as 
stated  above. 


All  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  reported  to  me  by  the  Medical  Officer,  viz.,  27,  have 
been  attended  to,  and  the  premises  disinfected. 

The  Sewers  in  the  District  have  been  dragged  and  cleaned,  improvement  has  been 
made  in  the  ventilation  of  the  Sewers,  and  an  improvement  has  been  made  at  the  Pumping 
Station,  whereby  the  surface  water  is  got  rid  of  more  quickly,  and  so  prevents  flooding  in  low 
places. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  seven  more  of  the  old  Privies  have  disappeared  at  Stanground, 
and  been  replaced  with  pans  and  connected  with  the  sewer.  I  regret  several  more  remain,  but 
trust  the  owners  will  see  their  way  clear  to  convert  them  to  w.c’s  at  an  early  date. 

The  House  Refuse  has  been  collected  weekly.  This  department  has  increased  some¬ 
what  owing  to  a  great  number  of  unoccupied  houses  being  now  tenanted. 

Inspections  of  Bakehouses  and  Slaughrer-houses  have  been  made,  and  found  in  a  very 
satisfactory  condition.  I  consider  the  Slaughter-houses  should  be  registered. 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  all  Dairies  and  Cowsheds,  and  taken  on  the  whole  are 
satisfactory.  I  have  three  cases  on  hand  in  which  alterations  as  to  drainage,  &c.,  are  needed. 

The  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  has  not  been  carried  out  to  the  extent  antici¬ 
pated,  owing  to  the  indisposition  of  the  late  Medical  Officer  ;  but  now  we  have  a  new  Medical 
Officer  appointed,  a  complete  inspection  of  the  District  will  be  made  at  once. 

Fortunately  the  majority  of  the  dwellings  in  the  District  are  new,  and  little  trouble  is 
anticipated  with  regard  to  closing  orders. 

182  Dwelling  Houses  were  inspected,  nine  of  which  were  reported  as  requiring 
attention,  seven  have  been  made  in  order  and  two  are  in  hand  at  present. 


I  am  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  W.  HAWKINS,  A.R.S.I., 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


W.  B.  Pickering-,  Electric  Printer,  Bridge  Street,  Peterborough. 


W.  B.  Pickering,  Electric  Printer,  Peterboro’. 


* 


OLD  FLETTOM 

Xflrban  IDtstnct  Council. 


